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Background:  
 

In 2007, Venerable Hour Sokrath was invited from Phnom Penh by local people to teach Buddhist monks the 

Pali language. This was in Chom Bok Bith Meas Pagoda, Putsor Commune, Bati District, Takeo Province. He 

found a community in desperate need. The young children, teenagers and adults were all struggling with day to 

day living. There was little opportunity to leave poverty behind. Many were uneducated, had no vocational skills 

to gain worthwhile employment, didnôt own their own land and could see no hope for the future. Venerable Hour 

Sokrath decided to start his compassion work in the community. He began by opening a Khmer and English 

class for 50 children and young adults. Classes took place 5 days a week from 5.30 to 6.30am and from 4.30 to 

6.30pm. They were held in school buildings in the temple grounds. Sokrath also established a small library in 

Chom Bok Pagoda for the children and the community. 

 

In 2009, Venerable Hour Sokrath saw a need to extend his commitment to helping more children and young 

adults. He decided to ask the executive director of Buddhism for Social Development Action (BSDA) 

Organization, based in Kampong Cham province, for technical support and to establish a branch of BSDA in 

Takeo province. On 21 July 2009, BSDA Takeo received an official letter (No 076 ʏ.ɷ.ɾ .) from the Takeo 

Province Governorôs office allowing us to organize a BSDA branch in Takeo Province.  

 

At the same time, with support from Irene Rommen, her friends and later the families of United World College 

of SouthEast Asia East (UWCSEA), led by Margot Marks, we were encouraged to extend our activities and 

develop our projects. We started with two projects. English Language & Computer School Project and 

Scholarship provision project. 

 

In August 2012, in a meeting of all staff from BSDA-Takeo, the idea was raised of forming a new organization 

that would better reflect our community, projects and goals. Green Umbrella was born. On 20 December 2012, 

Green Umbrella received the official letter from the Interior Ministry of Cambodia (No 1796 ʏ.ɷ.ɾ .) 

registering Green Umbrella as a NGO and allowing them to operate projects and activities in Cambodia.   

 

Vision: 

 

We want to see a community in the future where young people and societyôs most vulnerable citizens are 

smiling, happy and prosperous. 

 

Mission: 

 

Our mission is to create job opportunities for families with disabled members; help students who have dropped 

out of school and disabled youths integrate into society as productive citizens; and enhance educational 

opportunities for at-risk young women and children. 

 

 

 

Green Umbrella 
Your life is my life, your smile is hope 
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Core Values: 

 

We work to educate and increase the prosperity of people with peaceful respect to the three values of Buddhist 

teaching: 

Khanti  : Showing great patience when working to increase the prosperity of the community. 

Sacca  : Being honest, accountable and transparent in all of the work we do with the community. 

Kattannu : Respecting the environment that we live in and showing gratitude for the world around us,  

  promoting a greener future for all. 

 

GUôs Goal: 

 

Karma : to create employment for disabled family members in their local community 

Viccha  : to provide vocational skills for school dropout students 

Dhamma : to provide educational opportunities and empower vulnerable women and children 

Sila  : to preserve social morality and conserve our local environment for a greener future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sewing School is to empower young women in 

society by encouraging them to participate in social 

activities and providing an employment skill and a 

small grant for establishing business. 

 

There are 4 girls receiving skills of sewing, fashion 

design, clothes at the Sewing School (SS) of the 

Green Umbrella (GU).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success Story 

Chhoeun Sok kheng was born 

on 29 September 1997 in Putsor 

Village, Putsor Commune, Bati 

District, Takeo Province. She is 

the 7th girl in her family 

among nine siblings who are 

five boys and 4 girls. All of 

them had been dropped out 

study in primary school. 

Her fatherôs name is Hoy Chhoeun. He is a labor 

worker and her motherôs name is Bo Thach. She is a 

disable woman because of her sickness. There are 

totally 13 people in her families including her two 

orphan nieces. 

Before coming to study skill in the organization, she 

did not have any specific skill. She always walked 

around the village to pick leaves and catch the snail 

at field with other children for money in community. 

All people in her family even herself must do 

something as much as they can in order to support 

family who is living with debt. 

Active Projects:    

¶ Sewing School 

¶ Scholarship 

¶ Karuna Kumar School 

¶ Sustainable Family 

¶ Good Kid School 

¶ Social Accountability 

¶ Social Activities 

Activity of sewing class 

Products made by girls 
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Sok kheng has been learning sewing skill in Green 

Umbrella for two years since April 2012. Now, she 

can earn money by herself from her skill. She is 

working in Green Umbrella sewing school as full 

time staff. ñI want to be a professional tailor and be 

able to earn money to support my family and 2 

nieces.ò Sok Kheng said. 

  

Scholarship Program provides an opportunity and 

support poor children, orphan and marginalized 

children to study from primary school to high school 

and protects them from being pushed into child 

labor to earn an income to support their family.  

 

Budget for one child supporting during the year ($) 
No Descriptions Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Total 

1 Admin Cost 18 18 18 54 

2 Program Cost     

 Uniforms & school 

kits 
30 30 30 90 

 Medical care 25 25 25 75 

 Money given for 

buying food & pert-

time learning fee 

252 252 252 756 

 Bicycle 35 0 0 35 

Grand total  360 325 325 1010 

 

There are 40 children receiving the benefits from 

this project.   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Success Story 
 

Boy Helps Networks and Scholarship Make a 

Difference 

Thai is living on side of 

damp in Putsor village. 

He has three siblings a 

brother and a sister. He 

is the odder brother in 

the family. He is 14 

years old now. His 

motherôs name is Run 

Yon. She is a garment 

worker factory. His 

fatherôs name is Thul 

ChanThy. He is a labor 

used worker.  

Before getting scholarship from GU, his situation 

did not difference from many children in his village. 

He lived in a small cottage with his family, and went 

to catch shells, snails at field and picked vegetable 

in community with other children.  

Thia has been supported from GU in June 2013. 

Now he attended school at Sok An Chambok 

Betmeas Secondary School in grad 7 C. He attends 

regularly and is eager to learn.  His teachers report 

that he is doing well at school. In his last report he 

received.  

Khmer 68  Moral 40 History35 

Geography 40  Maths 70  Physics40 

Chemistry 43   Biology 43  Earth30 

English 30 

Every evening from Monday through Friday at 5-6 

pm he attends English Good Kidôs School.  

ñAfter GU sponsors my boy the scholarship, I 

observe that he concentrates and pay more attention 

on his lesson. I also can save some money that I 

used to expanse for him and transfer it to support his 

younger sister and brother.ò Thiaôs mother said.  

 

Activity of monthly meeting with parents 

Distributing bicycles to scholarship children 

Scholarship student is learning at the public school 
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Karuna Kumar School   

 

Karuna Kumar School (KKS) is a school under 

supervision of the Green Umbrella (GU), with its 

mission and objective to strengthen capacity of 

reading, writing and quality of basic education to 

students. The curriculum of the KKS teaches in 

accordance with governmentôs curriculum by adding 

the foreign languages and computer as well. 

 

All children are not allowed to pay for anything. 

And they are admitted to attend the program which 

is from poor families, orphan and marginalized 

children. They are transferred to the public school 

after they complete Grade 3 at Karuna Kumar 

School (KKS). 

 

31 children are studying in KKS for the first 

academic year 2013-2014, the kindergarten class: 16 

children (Girl: 08) and Grade 1: 15 children (Girl: 

07).   

 

All the children are obliged to stay in the school at 

7:00AM - 4:00PM from Monday to Friday. They are 

provided with breakfast, lunch, uniforms, school 

materials, and particularly medical care two times a 

year.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

School looking from the front 

Children are eating food at KKS. 

Physical education activity 

Kindergarten students 

Participation from monks and students to build KKS 

Participation from parents of scholarship children 
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Sustainable Family 

The project is to promote the living standard of 

families that do not receive enough basic needs such 

as not enough food to eat, clothes to wear and 

healthcare. This project helps support the families in 

creating a sustainable life. It helps them earn money 

to support the family by helping to create second 

jobs to farmer families and providing families who 

have disable members, skills training for 

employment and a small grant to create a business at 

their home. This gives those disable families the 

opportunity to earn income to sustain and increase 

their living standards. 

6 poor families are trained technical agriculture and 

provided a small grant to plant the vegetables and 

mushrooms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Water Installation 
 

15 of poor families who are living on the edge of 

damp of the government were installed water pipe in 

Put Sor Village, Put Sor Commune, Bati District, 

Takeo province by group of parents, students and 

teachers from UWCSEA East. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Building   
 

A house (4m x 5m) was built to a widowed woman 

at Kroch village, Putsor commune which received 

generosity money from the parents of UWCSEA 

East children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 of the poor families in Kroch, Putsor, and 

Chambok villages were distributed clothes, rice, 

cooking oil, salt etc. with an aim to reduce their 

expense in family. 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farmer is growing mushroom. 

Mushroom harvested to sell at the market 

Installing water pipes 

A house after building 

Rice distributed to poor families 
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Good Kid School 

 

In order to provide an opportunity to monks, 

students and youths building their capacity of 

Foreign Languages Skills (FLS) and computer, GKS 

is setting up English part-time learning program that 

students are affordable to pay. 

 

There are 666 students coming to study English at 

GKS every day. And 225 students are completed 

English and computer courses in 2013. 

 

In addition, all students are provided an opportunity 

to study Khmer traditional dancing and music in 

order to preserve heritage and culture for next 

generation. 

 

29 children (Girl: 12) are learning this program at 

the weekend. From this skill, some children would 

be able to earn income to support their study.           
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Social Accountability 

 

Objective: To enhance the quality of education 

through improving the social accountability and 

transparency among the public administration 

officials and encourage citizen be aware of the 

benefits of participation with local authority to fight 

corruption and development in Cambodia through 

four main activities: 

1. Establishing citizen report card  

2. Government citizen dialogue  

3. Information board installation for the public 

4. Conduct participation planning with 

commune committee 

The project period was covered 10 months from 

May 2012 to February 2013.  

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GKS students are standing in row before class starting 

Coconut dancing 

Citizen government dialogue 

Citizen report card counting 

Training workshop on social accountability 


